Patent Infringement c.s: <o

Case: BEIl v. Matsushita

Clients: Townsend and Townsend and Crew

Year: 2003

Venue: U.S. District Court — Eastern District of Michigan

Our client, BEI Technologies, was a forerunner in the piezoelectric
tuning fork industry and accused Matsushita of infringing on
multiple patents.

Challenges

Although most members of the jury pool would have some
familiarity with tuning forks, few would understand the technology,
applications or value of piezoelectric tuning forks.

The defendant’s devices looked nothing like ours, which
complicated our ability to illustrate that their products infringed on
our client’s patents . Because it was not visually apparent that the
devices were similar, we would need to compare them graphically
on the functional and structural levels.

In addition, the jury needed to receive a tutorial on the process and
terminology of patents and patent applications.

Solutions

Think Twice started by framing the story of how BEl's piezoelectric
tuning fork technology was created and developed, and how it
differed from prior art. We portrayed the uses and markets for, and
benefits of, BEI's technology.

We related BEI's piezoelectric tuning fork technology to concepts
with which the jurors could identify, and then associated familiar
graphics with those concepts. Then we showed how BEI’s patents
defined its technology and manufacturing processes. Finally,
simplified graphics illustrated both companies’ products at the
atomic level, and showed that they were essentially the same.

Outcome

Counsel obtained a favorable settlement for BEI.

Services Provided

= Strategic planning = Still graphics,

= Creative development slides and boards

= Graphic design = Document scanning
= Technical illustrations and coding

= Tutorials = Courtroom planning
= Video editing and equipment

2D and 3D animations
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ANGULAR RATE SENSOR APPLICATIONS

© Automotive
- ABS Antilock Brake System
- Rollover Detection,/Airbag Deployment
- Stabiization
- Autonomous Cruise Control
- Navigation Systems (e.g. GPS)

- Hlecric Steering (4-wheel Drive Vehicls)

© Aerospace/Defense

AN
il *
~ Guidonce
- Missile Mid-course Guidance
- Inerfial /6PS Navigation Systems
~ Instrumentafion
- Rocket Boosters
- Simulation & Training Aids

© Others
—Platform Stabilization
— GPS Augmentation
- Naufical Navigation Systems

— Medical Devices

Sensors

The Angular Rate Sensor is a crucial component
in automofive dynamic stability control systems.
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